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Israelsen: An Economic Analysis of the United Order

an

economic analysis of the

united order
L

dwight israelsen

the

physical scientist working in his laboratory conducts
carefully planned experiments under strictly controlled conditions
the data thus generated can be measured with remarkable precision the economist scientist on the other hand neither conducts
controlled experiments nor finds economic data readily available or
precisely measured the data problem is particularly acute in the
study of economic history where records are usually incomplete
inaccurate or nonexistent in light of these problems the discovery of an experiment in alternative economic systems conducted
under semi controlled conditions and accompanied by a body of
high quality data is certainly rare if not unique
the mormon united order was such an experiment functioning briefly in the great basin during the last quarter of the
nineteenth century the experiment stands as one of mankinds
man kinds
most ambitious attempts to establish a utopian socioeconomic system this paper deals with some economic aspects of that system
following a brief historical review the theory of producer cooperatives is employed to generate some hypotheses about the functioning and eventual failure of the order statements by brigham
young and other church leaders give us a second set of hypothesek
eses some following directly from stated goals of the united order and others dealing with factors contributing to the failure of
the system the two groups of hypotheses are compared and conand in the final section of the paper some preliminary retrasted
tr
sults of an empirical study are presented

of economics at brigham young university
bangham young unibngham
the funding for this project was provided by the department of economics brigham
versity 1I am grateful to leonard J arrington church historian dean may senior historical associate
clate and the staff of the church historical department for their support and help enck
erick R erickson assisted with the research richard kluckhohn did the computer work and doris
woodmansec
dons woodmansee
L dwight israelsen

is assistant professor

typed the manuscript

the

united order also called the united order of enoch or second united order
should not be confused with the communitarian
communitanan system which functioned briefly in ohio in 1831
in jackson county missouri 18311833
missoun
missour in 1838 this
1831 1833 and in modified form at far west missouri
earlier experiment is referred to as the law of consecration and stewardship
the order of
enoch or first united order
1874
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A LOOK BACK

an explication of the

complex strand of events which led to
the establishment of the united order of enoch is beyond the
scope of this paper 2 two causal threads however are so prominently woven through the length of the strand that they deserve
mention here the first is the effort to achieve a oneness an
ideal christian community in which selfishness and greed would
be replaced with brotherly love and individualistic competitive
1831
capitalism with order and unity in february 1831
1851
851 less than a year
after the organization of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints joseph smith announced the law of consecration and
stewardship a blueprint for the ideal community 53 the communi
nitarian
tarian system operated briefly in 1831 at thompson ohio and
again during 1831 1833 in jackson county missouri A modified
form of the law of consecration was instituted at far west missouri in 1838 these attempts to establish a utopian community
were thwarted by legal problems lack of support from the church
membership and mob violence which culminated in the death of
cormons from
joseph smith in 1844 and the expulsion of the mormons
the midwest in 1846
within a decade of their arrival in the great basin church
members were once again asked to live the law of consecration
the consecration movement of the 1850s under the direction of
brigham young suffered a fate similar to that of the earlier
movement problems with legality of land ownership the threat of
a federal army marching on utah and unenthusiastic public response to consecration combined to halt the experiment before it
had fairly begun 4
in the 1860s economic cooperation received new emphasis
with the establishment of cooperative mercantile and manufacturing enterprises not as radical an innovation as the stewardship
system the cooperatives were generally successful sometimes spec
the

most comprehensive and thorough study of the history of the cooperative movement in
the mormon church is leonard J arrington feramorz Y fox and dean L may building the city
he
mormons salt lake city deseret book 1976 anof god community and cooperation among the cormons
other excellent and thorough study is leonard J arrington great basin kingdom an economic history odthe
tle latter day saints 18301900
1830 1900 cambridge mass harvard university press 1958
of the
ofthe
god chapter 2 arrington
see
sec arrington fox and may building the city ofgod
arnngton
arrngton great basin kingisee
of gov
unitarianism the law of consecration
dom chapter 1 leonard J arrington
early mormon comm
communitanamsm
341
369
569 and hamilton gardner comand stewardship western humanities review 7 april 1953341369
1953 541
341369
1953341
1

mormons
134 74
1922 154
Mormons quarterly journal of economics 37 november 1922134
munism among the cormons
manism
asce
scx arrington fox and may building the city of god chapter 4 and arrington great basin
4sce
kingdom chapter

5
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tabularly
tacularly so model cooperatives were established at brigham city
in 1864 at spanish fork in 1867 and at lehi in 1868 zions cooperative mercantile institution incorporated in 1868 quickly
emerged as the terri
territorys
torys most important wholesale store more
than 150 retail cooperatives and cooperative manufacturing enterprises were established during the late 1860s and early 1870s 5
the second main thread leading to the establishment of the
united order is the idea of group economic self sufficiency although not explicitly stressed during the pre utah period the aparance if not the fact of self sufficiency was a natural outcome
pe
pearance
of the operation of the law of consecration and stewardship and
probably fueled the fires of discrimination already sparked among
cormons by the apparent clannishness of the mormon comnon mormons
munity in turn the general antagonism of their neighbors likely
cormons to seek a greater degree of group self sufficiency
led mormons
if economic self sufficiency was desirable prior to 1847 it was
cormons in the
essential in the years following the arrival of the mormons
great basin with practically no access to outside markets survival itself dictated a high degree of economic cooperation and direction the completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869
though ending the economic isolation which had earlier threatened their existence was not viewed by mormon leaders as an unmixed blessing the large numbers of gentiles flooding into the
territory would bring with them all the attitudes and institutions
of nineteenth century american capitalism the pursuit of profits
concentration of wealth and competitive individualism which
would inevitably follow the linkup
lindup threatened to seriously erode
the bond of selflessness and brotherly love which held the mormon social fabric together
the establishment of the united order then can be seen as
an effort to maintain group self sufficiency and to preserve group
identity in the face of increased pressures toward assimilation at
the same time the order was widely viewed by church leaders
and members as the means of realizing that oneness so long
awaited
the first united order was organized 9 february 1874 at st
george utah the last known church authorized branch of the
wor
tor a general discussion
for

sce
see
of the organiurion
organi erion
Urion
erlon of cooperative and manufacturing enterprises sec
organization
arrington fox and may building the city of god chapter 5 arrington great basin kingdom
cormons
Mormons quarterly journal of ecochapter 10 and hamilton gardner cooperation among the mormons
nomics
comics 31 may 1917461
vive mercantile establishments can be found in ar1917 461 99 A list of cooper
cooperative
coopervive
ring ton fox and may building the city of god appendix 4
rington
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united order was established 9 january 1893 at cave valley chihuahua mexico in the intervening years more than 200 other
branches of the order are
arc known to have been organized in mormon communities in utah idaho wyoming nevada and arizona a large majority of these being established in 1874 and
most of the united orders had failed by 1877 the year of
1875 6 6most
brigham youngs death many either failed to operate at all or
dissolved within a year some like the orders in brigham city
and Or derville functioned successfully for a decade A very few
continued in some form into the 1890s at least one a joint enterprise
terprise of the logan second and third wards survived into the
twentieth century selling out to private interests in 1909 7
in spite of a few notable successes the usual united order exot mounting frustration followed by dissolution
peri ence was one of
perience
and abandonment the questions left unanswered in the wake of
the united order experiment are myriad in the following sections
we examine some of these questions in light of the theory of producer cooperatives and with the aid of empirical evidence
THE THEORY

beginning with benjamin wards 1958 essay interest in the
theory of producer cooperatives has increased particularly among
economists interested in the comparison of economic systems although there have been several theoretical papers dealing with producer cooperatives empirical testing of the issues has been prac
see
sec appendix for a discussion of the general united order movement see arrington fox and
may building the city of god chapters 6 14 arnngton
arrngton
arrington great basin kingdom chapter 11 edward
mormons new york AMS press 1967 and gardner
allen the second united order among the cormons
alien
J ailen
cormons
Mor mons studies of particular united orders can be found in joseph
communism among the mormons
ijes
ijas
isas in
ente
1865 1900 provo utah brigham
carl felix development of cooperative enie
enterprises
in cache valley 18651900
young univers
universo
ivers ty press 1956 arrington
Un
university
cooperative community in the north brigham city
199 216 leonard J arrington in joel E ricks
utah utah historical quarterly 33 summer 1965
199216
1965199
1965199216
and everett L cooley eds the history of a valley cache valley urah
utah idaho logan utah cache

chapter 8 leonard J arrington Orderville utah A pioneer
mormon experiment in economic organization logan utah USAC monograph series vol 2 no 2
march 1954
experiment in utopia the united order of richfield
feramorz Y fox
1874 1877 ed leonard J arrington utah historical quarterly 32 fall 196435580
1964 35580
555 80 andrew jen
355
18741877
55580
1964355
128 41 charles S peterson Or derville utah genealogical and historical magazine 7 july 1916
1916128
1870 1900 provo
son take up your mission mormon colonizing along the little colorado river 18701900
utah brigham young university press 1973 chapter 5
arnngton in ricks and cooley the history of a valley pp
arrngton
99 the longest lived united
7arrington
ap 198
19899
ary
cry
orders were generally of the brigham gry
dry type these were established in northern utah and
southern idaho and in modified form in salt lake city ogden provo and logan communal
sce
see
sec arrngton
arnngton fox and may building
arizona and nevada into the 1880s sec
arrington
type orders survived in anzona
the city of god chapter 10
valley centennial commission

1956

539

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol18/iss4/7

4

Israelsen: An Economic Analysis of the United Order

nonexistent 8 our purpose here is to pose some testable
hypotheses which may be used to help answer the following four
1
were the distinctive operating characteristics prequestions
dicted by economic theory evidenced in the workings of the vari2 to what extent did the
ous united order organizations
united order succeed in its purposes as stated by brigham young
and other church leaders
3 are there factors peculiar to the
economic organization of producer cooperatives which contributed
to the eventual failure of the united order 4 does empirical
evidence corroborate factors suggested by contemporary observers
as having contributed to the failure of the united order
the basic difference between the organization of a producer
cooperative and of a capitalist firm is in the nature of the comtion of the worker whereas in a capitalist organization a
pensation
pensa
worker receives a fixed wage rate in the producer cooperative all
workers as members of the cooperative share in net income this
leads to an important difference in labor hiring the capitalist in
an attempt to maximize profits will hire workers up to the point
where the value of the marginal product of labor equals the going
wage the producer cooperative on the other hand is interested
in maximizing net income per worker and will recruit members
to the point where average net income is at a maximum value of
the marginal product of labor equals net value of the average
product of labor this basic difference in objectives leads to the
following characteristics of a producer cooperative as compared to
firm9
a capitalist firma
1
A capital labor ratio which may be too high
2 inefficient allocation of labor among cooperatives
another possible problem of internally financed producer cooperatives
underinvest
era tives is a long run tendency to under
invest relative to the investment which would be undertaken by a capitalist firm this is
mically
tically

papers on the theory of producer cooperatives include benjamin ward the firm in illyna
illyria
allyna
566
market syndicalism
american economic review 48 september 195856689
hei nbergcr
tibercr
89 peter G hel
1958 ygg
56689
cooperative enterprise as a structural dimension of farm markets journal of farm economics 46
august 1964
603 17 evsey D domar the soviet collective farm as a producer cooperative
605
1964603
sen labor allocation in a coamerican economic review 56 september 1966734
1966 754
734 57 amarrya
amairya K sea
71 james G youde and PC
361
1966 561
36171
operative enterprise review of economic studies 33 october 196636171
1966361
U S membership policies market power and
ter G helmberger marketing cooperatives in the US
1966 2356
in
23 36 michael E bradley
anti
antl
antitrust
2556
trust policy journal of farm economics 46 august 19662336
2336
196623
co operative enterprises canadian journal of economics 4 august
tives and labor supply in cooperative
centives
ccnuves
cen
342 52 norman cameron
1971 542
Cam cron incentives and labor supply on soviet collective farms cana1971342
dian journal of economics 6 february 197316
1973 16 22 L dwight israelsen collectives communes and
incentives
working paper brigham young university department of economics 1975 and L
dwight israelsen economics of the united order working paper brigham young university

1958566

department of economics 1975
sec israelsen economics of the united order

mathematical appendix

1
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suggested as a reason why producer cooperatives might be unable
to compete in the long run in a hostile capitalist environment
this tendency is based on the following argument suppose we
have a producer cooperative which is internally financed since no
individual member of the cooperative has claim over the capital
owned by the cooperative but only over a portion of the output
from that capital decisions relating to consumption vs investment
will be made based on the value of consumption now as compared
to the present discounted value of the marginal product of the
capital created if income is invested the capitalist on the other
hand compares the value of present consumption with the sum of
the present discounted value of the marginal product of the capital and the present discounted value of the last period capital itself in particular if the subjective discount rate is 10 percent the
capitalist will invest rather than consume if the marginal product
of capital is greater than or equal to 10 percent in a two period
model the marginal product of capital necessary to induce a member of the cooperative to invest rather than consume is 110 percent As the number of periods time horizon increases the minimum marginal product of capital necessary to induce cooperative
investment decreases but for reasonable time horizons it will still
be significantly larger 2 to 4 times than the subjective rate of
time preference discount rate 10 thus we would expect
3 significant underinvestment in a producer cooperative relative to a capitalist firm
A third set of characteristics of producer cooperatives has to

do with incentives and labor leisure choice here the particular
type of producer cooperative becomes important for purposes of
analysis let us classify cooperatives into two groups collectives
and communes we define a collective as a cooperative where a
workers share of net income depends on the number of hours of
labor he contributes as a proportion of total labor contribution A
commune is a cooperative in which a members share of income
depends on anything other than the amount of work he contributes for example equal shares or shares according to need given
this distinction it can easily be shown that other things being
equal 11
4 a work incentives and therefore hours worked will be
greater in a collective than in a commune
ibid mathematical appendix
bid

101
loi
iol

see israelsen

2

collectives communes and incentives
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b incentives and hours worked will be greater in a
ist organization than in a commune
c incentives and hours worked will likely be greater in a
collective than in a capitalist organization
5 if the size of a collective increases incentives and average
hours worked increase in a commune if the size increases
incentives decrease
6 concern about the number of work hours contributed by
others will likely arise in both collectives and communes
this may result in pressures to set maximum allowable
hours in collectives and minimum hours in communes

in order to use this theory in our study we must identify individual branches of the united order by type collective capitalist commune although the actual organizational type varied consider
siderably
ably from community to community most united orders fell
roughly into one of three categories first the st george type in
which members contributed their economic property to the order
and received differential wages and dividends depending upon the
amount of labor and capital contributed this type corresponds to
our collective 12 the second main category was the brigham city
plan intended to strengthen and reinforce existing cooperative arrange ments such communities did not require consecration of all
rangements
ones property or labor but operated much like a profit sharing
capitalist enterprise issuing dividends on stock and hiring labor 1513
wards in the larger cities in the territory used a modified brigham city plan in establishing a needed cooperative or corporate
enterprise the final category consisted of those communities
which organized on a communal basis sometimes called the gospel plan members contributed all of their property to the order
shared more or less equally in the common product had no pri
jhc
the
thc

see arrington fox and
sec
great majority of united orders were of the st george variety sce
may building the city of god chapters 7 and 8 members of the st george type united order
were not required to place all their property in the order dividends were to be paid at five year in
intervals in proportion to the capital invested individuals were to be allowed to withdraw from the
order but would forfeit one half of their accumulated capital and dividend articles 12 and 13 of
the articles of agreement of the united order of the city of sc
st george see arrington fox and
may building the city of god appendix 5 the fact that dividends are received should cause no
israelsen
qualitative change in the theory of producer cooperatives see israclsen
economics of the united

order

footnote 12
stock companies and were organized in the northern
such united orders were essentially joint srock
pan of the great basin where cooperative efforts had been necessary from the beginning besides
part
pans idaho operated successful orders of this type sce
see arrington
sec
brigham city hyrum utah and paris
fox and may building the city of god chapters 6 and 10 arrington cooperative community in
the north arrington great basin kingdom chapter 11 arrington in ricks and cooley the his
royy
rory
tory
loyy of a valley chapter 8 and felix cooperative enterprises in cache valley
lory
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vate property and functioned ate and worked as a well regulated
family the Orderville united order is the prime example of this
communal type of organization 14
there are several testable hypotheses which come from the application of the theory to the united order we enumerate some
of them as follows
1I

11
II

lii
111
III

IV

V

VI

will be a tendency for the type 1I st george
and type 3 Orderville united orders to limit membership in order to maintain high capital labor and output
labor ratios
there will be an inefficient allocation of labor among
types 1 and 3 reflected in different capital labor ratios
wage rates dividend rates etc
capital formation is likely to take place more rapidly in
type 2 brigham city united orders than in either
type 1 or type 3 this will be reflected in a larger percentage of net output retained as investment by the cooperative to the extent that outside borrowing is available the tendency will be less marked
incentives to work will be greatest in type 1 united orders least in type 3 with type 2 somewhere in between
these differences will be reflected in number of hours
worked per member
the larger the type 1 united order the greater will be
the average number of hours worked As type 3 orders
increase in size hours worked per person will decline
pressures to limit working hours may develop in type 1
orders but in type 3 orders the pressure will be to set

there

minimum hour requirements
PURPOSE OF THE ORDER

stated purposes of the united order provide another source of
hypotheses during the last decade of his life brigham young
the

communal type united orders although conforming most closely to the system brigham
young seemed to favor prior to 1874 arrington fox and may building the gry
city
dry of god pp
ap 139
140 were few in number Or derville price city Sp ringdale and kingston utah Bun
kerville nc
bunkerville
bunkervillc
vada and joseph city sunset and brigham city arizona were the most successful k2nab
canab
kanab had two
united orders one of which john R young president was communal communal orders were
tried briefly at other places including monroe richfield and joseph utah cave valley chihuahua
mexico and obed woodruff snowflake and taylor anzona
arizona arrington fox and may building
stiOn chapter 5 monroe united
the city of god chapters 9 11 12 13 peterson take up your Mi
mission
Hist oncal department of the church ofjcsus
historical
historic2l
of jesus christ of latter day
order minutes church archives histoncal
saints salt lake city utah cited hereafter as church archives
14the
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found many opportunities to dwell upon the advantages awaiting
those who would unite with their brethren in the order 15 substantial increases in productivity and income were expected
through the mechanization and specialization made possible by
pooling labor and capital 16 As incomes increased men would find
more time available to develop the cultural and spiritual sides of
their lives the disappearance of poverty would remove the burden
of charity from society economic inequality would be eliminated
and in the order men would truly be one in all things selling
agents and purchasing agents would represent the united order in
outside markets breaking the power of gentile merchants and
eliminating the ruinous competition so prevalent in the capitalist system surplus income could be used to develop new products
and to establish im
import
port replacement industries thus reversing the
balance of trade deficit and stemming the flow of cash from the
territory 17 economic self sufficiency and monopoly power in trade
see arrington fox
history of the church 9
spokesman for the united
smith orson pratt john
mon leaders who publicly

and may building the city of god pp
ap 139 140 143 157 158 journal
may 1874 pp
brigham young was not the only
bngham
ap 1166 church archives bangham

order george Q cannon erastus snow wilford woodruff george A
taylor daniel H wells and joseph young were among the many mor
extolled the advantages of the order see journal history of the church
9 may 1874 for a report of general conference which was reconvened in order to present the
see also arrington fox and may building the
sec
united order system to the church membership sce
city of god chapter 7 and conference reports for 1872 and 1873 the goals of the united order
are summarized in the preamble to the articles of agreement of the united order of the city of
st george
for example in gunnison a committee set up to investigate the resources necessary to establish a workable order estimated that under the united order system only two fifths as much land

gunand equipment would be needed to produce the amount produced under the old system
nison ward united order records church archives in general conference in may 1874 brigham
young said 1 I can tell you now what it will do for you it will not make any person any worse
off in temporal matters but it will place thousands and hundreds of thousands in a condition in
which they will be as comfortable and happy as they can desire erastus snow pointed out that the
cooperative institutions already established had done much by a combination of capital the new order however involved an amalgamation of capital and labor and would promote the greatest
ap 1 6
good to the greatest number journal history of the church 9 may 1874 pp
article 13 of the articles of agreement of the united order of the city of st george in justifying a penalty of one half of the accumulated dividends and capital for withdrawal from the order stated that the increased efficiency in the order would make the half greater than the whole
would have been under the old system arrington
arnngton
arrngton fox and may building the city of god appensee also alten
dix 5 sec
alien
allen
ailen the second united order ap
pp 43 53
sinking statements by
iannes to modem techniques of economic development are striking
the similarities
simi lannes
mormon leaders include george A smith since the earliest settlement in the territory the leading men of the church attempted to impress the minds of the people with the necessity of being
we shall also be enabled to start new entererastus snow wc
seif sufficient
as much as possible self
are bound to pay in the end if they are
arc necessary adprises and if they do not pay at first they arc
juncts to the prosperity of society george A smith you go through utah county today and
no havent raised any for two or three years
say to a farmer have you got any sorghum to sell
1
arc out of
sugar got so cheap we could not sell it I suppose you have plenty of sugar no we are
ap 1166
journal history of the church 9 may 1874 pp
sugar we havent any money to buy it with
church archives wilford woodruff it is surpnsing
surprising that any money is left in the territory at all
erastus
under the ruinous importing and non exporting policy that has been pursued heretofore
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vould
bould
ouid
ould protect the united order economy from the disruptive effects
capitali sms cycle of boom and bust with its accomacts
ects of capitalisms
capitalists
panying price fluctuations internal prosperity would promote expansion
pan sion and new colonies would probe westward and southward 18
although the united order obviously failed to achieve its full
purpose it is inconceivable that an experiment so ambitious left
no impact on the society it was designed to change so radically
the stated objectives of the order provide us with a means of determining
ter mining the relative success of the experiment by measuring that
impact formalizing the objectives into testable hypotheses we obtain
VIL As united orders are established the volume of busiVII
ness done by gentile merchants will decrease
VIII As united orders develop the rate of introduction of
new products crops etc into the great basin will increase
IX As the united order system grows the rate of importation into the territory as well as the trade deficit will

X
XI

XII

XIII
XIV

decline
the rate of capital accumulation in the territory will
increase after the introduction of the united order
me
the establishment of the united order will increase
productivity and income decrease unemployment and
eliminate poverty
the united order will promote economic equality this
will be evidenced by a decrease in measures of the inequality of wealth and income distribution across and
within the various branches of the order
the united order will be used as a tool of colonization
the various measures of economic activity in the united
order economy will be little affected by fluctuation in
the outside economy

snow on the advantages of having united order business handled by purchasing and selling
and what we have for sale we will sell in the best markets and so enoy
agents
enjoy the benefits of
underbidding and underselling each other scatter our
our labor and not by interior competition and underbidding
underbedding
ways to st
rangere
strangers as we have done in the past by this combined effort we shall be able to obtain
the full market value of our products journal history of the church 29 july 1874 church arsee also instructions for members of the united order reproduced in appendix 6 arringchives sec
ton fox and may building the city of god for suggestions on growing new products such as tobacco and grapes for raisins wine and brandy and making cloth shoes etc and journal history of
the church 6 july 1874 p 1
kane conceived a plan to estabduring the winter of 1872 73 brigham young and thomas kanc
mormons in medicos
lish a second great gathering place for cormons
Mexi
mexicos
cos sonora valley the new center was to
be connected with utah by a string of colonies similar to the mormon corridor the colonization
of anzona
arizona in 1876 was apparently the first stage of the plan peterson take up your mission
chapter 1 arrington fox and may building the city of god p 295
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WHAT WENT WRONG

experiment was short lived brigham young
died 29 august 1877 barely three and one half years after the beginning of the united order movement yet he had survived all
but a handful of the 200 branches of the order organized prior to
his death with the death of its most important sponsor the
movement itself was essentially finished its promise left unfulfilled one writer reflected

the united order

is something awesome in the spectacle of brigham young attempting to organize a regional economy of more than 80000 in
inhabitants into a communal commonwealth the sheer scale of the
undertaking imposed problems of a magnitude that makes it hardly
comparable to the small self selected communes characteristic of nine
steenth century american communitarianism there is in addition a
teenth
marked poignancy in the vision of president young aging and in ill
health putting all his resources to the task of realizing in his life-

there

time the vision
viston of joseph smith and failing

19

historians and contemporaries alike have suggested many possible explanations for the failure of the united order one factor
which comes up repeatedly in the statements of contemporary observers is the failure of members of the order to put aside feelings
of selfishness 20 another oft cited cause is the tendency of some
members of the group to participate more enthusiastically in consumption than in production 21 that these problems should exist
is not surprising in light of the interdependencies of individual in
11 12
ap 1112
Arrington fox and may building the city of god pp
on the failure of the morgan city united order if I1 understand the disposition of the
people it is the lack of confidence in one another journal history of the church 4 may 1876
the american fork united order failed due to selfishness and laziness george F shelly early
nd
n p nd
history of american fork ap
joseph A young speaking to members of the richfield
np
combat and that
mine is the greatest feeling we have to combar
united order said that the feeling minc
they should not allow selfishness to have sway or room in our hearts but if it is deemed necessary
to agree to disagree and every one to labor himself that we should manifest the same good spirit
arnngton
arrngton fox and
arrington
we enjoyed when we embraced and entered upon the principles of the U 0
may building the city of god p 201 202 john taylor reviewing the history of the cooperative
movement said that from the time of joseph smith it had been thwarted by the great cov
city
dry of
gly
ctousness selfishness and wickedness of the people arrington fox and may building the gry
sce
sec also ap
god p 516
pp 281 282
316 see
in richfield it was stated that the order was carrying 100 non producers one man was
brought before the board for earning
caming only ten dollars credit in six weeks arrington fox and may
ap 189 194 195 from an ordcrvillc united order document whereas
building the city of god pp
has seen fit to sever his connection with the united order and upon settlement it is
665
665.93
66593
found that he is in debt to the order the sum of 66593
93 and whereas for several months past he
has been unfaithful in his labors loitering and trifling his time away and otherwise breaking his
ust in
covenants he made when he united with us therefore be it resolved that it is right and just
every respect to hold him to the full and complete payment of the above indebtedness nevertheless
th eless as he has a2 large family to support and his best days arc gone be it further resolved as an
chanty to his little children that the above indebtedness be canceled by the entry of this reschanry
act of charity
ol
olution
ution on the ledger arrington fox and may building the city of god p 282
19

2
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come with others work decisions which we observe in the theory
of producer cooperatives we would expect the problem of too
many eaters and too few workers to be particularly acute in the
communal type order since individual work incentives would be
low whereas selfishness and jealousies over hours worked might
be expected to create significant problems in orders of the st
george variety where an increase in hours worked by one individual would reduce the income of everyone else
another problem facing the united order and one which
12
elicited considerable comment at the time 22
was the reluctance on
the part of relatively wealthy individuals to put their property in
the order this reluctance was evident even in the st george
type order where individuals were to receive dividends on their
contributed capital and would be allowed to take at least a portion of their original capital out of the order if they decided to
23
withdraw 25
brigham young himself was not immune to this reluctance
luc tance although he had always stressed the importance of going
wholeheartedly into the order and had indicated his desire to do
so in august 1874 speaking in lehi
lehl young was forced to admit

that
are many otham laboring under a certain embarrassment and so arc
ers with regard to deeding property and that is to find men who
know what to do with property when it is in their hands
when
this factory at provo can go into the hands of men who know what
I1

ann mormon salt lake daily tribune editorialized on 7 march 1874 if the profit dont
antl
anh
anti
make the rich
nch men fork over as well as the poor we shall think him an unjust discriminating profnch men and is an oppressor of the weak
it and shall tell the world that he is afraid of the strong rich
and the poor brother brigham sail in and show a fair hand in this euchre business dont slight
brothers jennings hooper or any of the gilt edged one big pot brother brigham and no favoritism as cited in arrington fox and may building the city of god p 149
the hesitancy to put property in the order was by no means limited to wealthy individuals A
mormons
Mormons say here that he brigham young wishes
non mormon living in beaver in 1874 wrote cormons
cxcommuni
to get hold of their property then he will compel them to do anything he orders or excommuni
cate them A number of the faithful are distressed over this matter they dislike to give up their
Arnn gron fox and may building the city
Olow ship and they dislike to give up their property
arrington
fellowship
elow
of god p 145 from american fork came the following one man being absent last meeting he
was called on to make his statement in relation to the order and said he had nothing to say against
the order he did not understand it neither did he understand that a mans money was not wanted
he understood the man his money and all he had was wanted but when you come to talk of busi
ness if a man is a business man and goes into any business and puts in 1000 and only gives back
500 we would say it was
wis a swindle
hauling grain
and in reference to h2ufing
rain into one big stack and dividing the grain a man must look
sec
sce how these things will work a
raise grain long I1 want to see
after his straw and chaff or he will not naise
little but if my standing is at stake you take my horses cattle and all 1I have
the bishop responded we can take whatever shares in this order we like nothing shall be
As to the
wasted instead of diminishing and bringing to poverty it is the very road to wealth
american fork ward teachers minutes
idea of a mans fellowship being at stake no such thing
see also journal history of the church 15 august 1874
sec
8 june 1874 p 50 MS church archives sce

the

P 3
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to do with it it will go when my factory in salt lake county can
go into the hands of men who know what to do with it it will
go 24

when brigham young died three years later such men still had
not been found although this example is impressive evidence of
the existence of the problem its magnitude and pervasiveness
must still be determined this leads us to suggest another hypothesis

XV relatively wealthy individuals will not join the united
order ie the average wealth andor income of united
order members will be less than that of people who do
not join the order

abovementioned
mentioned difficulties there are a
in addition to the above
large number of additional factors which though important are
not easily reduced to testable hypotheses these include the movement toward legal incorporation which many felt destroyed the
spirit of the united order by replacing goodwill and brotherly
love with explicitly defined rights and contractual obligations the
distribution of voting power by shares of stock was felt by some
to directly violate the striving for oneness stressed by mormon
leaders since the 1830s
1850s 25
continued government harras
harrassment
sment of mormon economic institutions and church leaders throughout the united order period
must have gravely undermined the vitality of the system particularly damaging was the antipolygamy campaign which led to the
arrest and imprisonment of many mormon leaders who failed to
escape to canada or mexico via the underground 26
the death of brigham young in 1877 and his replacement by
successors less enthusiastic about the order the tremendous pressures toward assimilation the desire for statehood and even the
vagueness of the instructions as to organization and operation of
the system all likely contributed to the demise of the system described by brigham young as being called the order of enoch
but which is in reality the order of heaven 27
sermon of 9 august 1874 journal of discourses 26 vols london latter day saints book decity
18 248 cited hereafter asad
1855 86 18248
pot 185586
asjd as cited in arrington fox and may building the dey
of god p 149
see arrington fox and may building the ory
city
ap 149 52 the movement to in
indry of god pp
gly
sce also pp
see
ap
corporation was said to be necessary in order to protect against legal harassment sec
14 14sermon

160 61

169 71

gas
god pp
gad
sce arrington
see
ap 136 291 on polygamy sec
26arrington fox and may building the city of gov
Arrington
great basin kingdom chapter 12
oty of god
12 52023
320 23 8 october 1872 as cited in arrington fox and may building the city
520
2jd
12320
32023
52025
1232025
JD 1232023
sce arrington
sec
arnngton
arrngton fox and may
p 135 on the attitude of john taylor toward the united order see
26
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although economic theory and hypothesis testing cannot answer all questions raised by the united order experiment it is
possible as we have shown to construct a list of hypotheses
which when tested can provide us with greater insights into the
role of economic factors in the process of social change
since the main purpose of this paper is to apply economic theory to the united order experience and to suggest avenues for
future empirical research we do not nor could we attempt to
provide test results for the fifteen hypotheses previously discussed
in the following section however we present preliminary empirical evidence for two of our hypotheses

the

evidence

the

hypotheses we have chosen to test are
XII the united order will promote economic equality this
will be evidenced by a decrease in measures of the inequality of wealth and income distribution across and
within various branches of the order
XV relatively wealthy individuals will not join the united
order ie the average wealth andor income of united
order members will be less than that of people who do
not join the order
in addition we will make reference to evidence which tends to
support or deny the validity of other hypotheses
had
our sample consists of twelve communities seven which find
functioning united orders and five control cities which did not
the five communities without operational orders were carefully
chosen based on similarity and proximity to one or more of our
united order communities the following pairings were made

united order city

control city

brigham city
cedar city

logan
beaver

god pp
ap 315 17 many other reasons arc given for example the orders failed
cormons
because of the influx of non mormons
Mor mons lack of total participation and the illness and age of brigham young pearl F jacobson golden sheaves from a rich field richfield utah richfield reaper
publishing company 1964 p 62 in rockville order farms were scattered there were difficulties
with water privileges and a lack of unity wayne D stout A history of rockville utah 1862 1972
anzona orsalt lake city np
ap 1972 in pleasant grove human nature was the problem the arizona
sair
sait
Pcterson take
ders lacked markers
markets were exposed to the threats of nature and expanded too thinly peterson
up your mission in santa clara the united order failed because the participants were all rugged
gara in agriculture pioneering in the virgin river provo
individuals andrew K larson santa oara
in mt pleasant the resources of the order would
utah brigham young university press nndd
not furnish sufficient employment and in kingston an influx of people with nothing discouraged
newell R frel
frei history of pioneering in shoal
the original members in hebron interest failed
creek provo utah brigham young university press 1932
building

the city of
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fairview

manti

canab
kanab

long valley mt carmel glendale

monroe

fillmore
manti
long valley

me
mt pleasant

orderville
Or
derville

Or
derville united order
the orderville

was communal the brigham city
order was capitalist and kanab
canab had two orders existing simultaneously one communal and one collective 28 the four remaining
united orders were collectives
the time period covered by the study is 1868 1880 particu19 our data
larly the years 1868 1872 1874 1875 1876 and 1880 29
consist of 12650 individual income figures an average of more
than 2100 per year and include approximately 70 to 80 percent of
all income earners in the communities covered within communities the sample size ranges from 40 in kanab
canab 1872 to 576 in
logan 1880 in addition to the income data we have been able
to locate united order account books for selected years for all of
our united order cities except brigham city for which capital
stock accounts are available besides providing us with a record of
debits and credits these books along with other united order
records have enabled us to distinguish individuals who were members of the order from those who were not
the primary tool of analysis used in this study is the gini
concentration ratio or gini coefficient a measure of distributional
inequality which ranges from zero signifying absolute equality to
30
one absolute inequality 50
the gini ratios were estimated from
arnngton
arrngton fox and may building the city of god chapter 11 the least successful of the
narrington
united orders in the sample was the one at cedar city which failed by the end of 1874 the con
ali or had
all
troi cities generally had organized united orders but they had elther
either
cither not operated at 211
failed after a short time the exception was logan which had two very successful united orders
but they were really
nothing more than capitalist profit sharing
reallynothing
sharina or joint stock companies which en
joyed widespread ownership and participation the logan enterprises were not as all encompassing as
the brigham city united order
29 29eighteen
eighteen sixty eight was chosen because it was a pro railroad year and not a2 grasshopper year
as was 1867 eighteen seventy two was post railroad and pro
three
threc
pre united order eighteen seventy thiec
was not used because of the panic and depression in that year eighteen seventy four was the year in
which the united order was started eighteen seventy five was the first full year of operation of the
united order branches in our sample cedar city had failed in 1876 some of the orders fairview
fairvicw
and mt pleasant wcrc
werc beginning to show signs of collapse fairview apparently failed in 1877 and
berc
mt pleasant in 1876 or 1877 monroe was dissolved in 1878 by 1880 all but three of the united
kanab had serious problems
orders had failed Or derville was going strong but brigham city and k2nab
canab
rano
the gini concentration nano
lothe
ratio is defined as twice the size of the area lying between the lorenz
curve and the 45 degree line in the accompanying figure

gini ratio

A

y

AB
z

A

aa
2a

A

Ak

ppo0

proportion

7

of income

B

B

0

i
0
proportion of population
1
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the data by use of a technique recently developed by bartell jen31
sen and james mcdonald 51
table 1 shows gini ratios by community and by year three periods are particularly interesting during
the first 1868 1872 the transcontinental railroad was completed
and several utah lines were either completed or under construc32
tion 52
the second period 1872 1875 encompasses the organization of the united order 1874 and its first full year of operation
33 during the 1875 1880 period
we observe the failure of
1875 35
34
nearly all orders which survived their first year 54
table 2 presents
impressive evidence of the impact on income distribution of
changes in economic institutions during the 1868 1872 period

TABLE 1i

GINI

coefficient

1868 1880

sample cities paired
city
cedar city UO
beaver control

fairview UO
mandi
manri
mantl control
manti

kanab
canab UO
long valley control
monroe UO
fillmore control
mt pleasant UO
mandi control
manri
mantl
manti
Orderville UO

1868

1872

1874

1875

1876

1880

472
.472
472
.504
504
504

572
.572
572

555
553
.553
553

gil
gli
.611
611

582
.582
582

.591
591

.581
581
581
635
653
.633
633

gig
616
.616
616
604
.604
604

477
.477
477

452
.452
452

478
.478
478

547
.547
547

452
.452
452

529
.529
529

566
.566
566

.516
516
516

.534
534
554
534

503
505
.503
503
540
.540
540

518
.518
518

477
.477
477

550
530
.530
530

551
531
.531
531

487
.487
487

.582
582
582

.525
525
525

598
.598
598

492
.492
492
.576
576
576

485
.485
485

.674
674
674
620
.620
620

519
.519
519
.503
505
503
503

509
.509
509
548
.548
548

.524
524
524
.534
554
534
534

.502
502
502
540
.540
540

537
557
.537
537
.574
574
574

547
.547
547

639
.639
639

572
.572
572
655
635
.635
635

415
.415
415

.485
485
485
566
.566
566

509
.509
509
.516
516
516

529
.529
529

SOURCE

UO accounts

.511
511

465
.465
465

495
.495
495

and general economic records

lithe
the procedure involves the use of

638
658
.638
638

.574
574
574

290
.290
290
.576
576
576

long valley control
499
.499
499
brigham city UO
logan control

with control cities

.504
504
504
.501
501
MSS

488
.488
488
.491
491

320
520
.520
520
479
.479
479

.555
555
555
.514
514
514

LIDS church
church archives LDS

computer program which calculates the maximum likelihood estimate of the gini concentration ratio based on the gamma distribution
lehi
the utah central railroad was completed in 1870 the utah southern was completed to lehl
see arrington great basec
sce
in 1872 and the utah northern was completed to cache valley in 1872 sec
sin kingdom chapter 99.
lin
211
351n
all but the ordcrville united order were organized in 1874 ordcrvillc
ordcrville was orin our sample ali
2

ganized in 1875
aty
ciry united
city
in our sample only the cedar ary
tinued at least through 1876

order failed in

1874

all of the other orders

con-
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TABLE 2

PERCENT CHANGE IN GINI coefficient
sample cities paired with control cities
city
cedar city UO
beaver control
fairview UO
man ti control
mantl
manti
mt pleasant UO
mann
mantl control
manti

monroe UO
fillmore control
kanab
canab UO
long valley control
brigham city UO
logan control
UO average
control average

1868 1872 1872 1875
1873 1875
1873 1880 1872 1880
21

1

6

15

9

4

8
4

5

21

7

6

17
8

2

17
7

8
6

3

39

25
12

14

2

7

5

8

10

18

17

3

8

11
2
5

2

5

14

9

1

5

9
4

9

11

4

5

2

3

11

0 5 change
indicates less than 05
SOURCE UO accounts and general economic records

MSS

church archives LDS church

the estimated gini ratios in eight of nine cases increased the average change being 10 percent with both groups of cities showing a
similar pattern it is tempting to attribute the increased inequality
to the completion of the transcontinental railroad but such conclusions must remain tentative until further studies are made 35
the changes which took place during the second period are of
particular interest here we find a dramatic shift toward inequality
in the united order cities with the average increase in the gini
ratio being 11 percent if we eliminate brigham city which was
not a producer cooperative by our definition the average becomes
14 percent all but two of the control cities on the other hand
show a decrease in the gini ratio a move toward equality 36
shows that there was a significant decrease in equality in the distribution
parato
parcio
1866 1867 and 1871 as measured by the slope of the parcto
of taxable income in utah between 18661867
1109
1 76 in 1866 1867 the slope falls to log
176
09 in 1871 he attributes this to the coming of
curve from 1.76
176
1862 1872
Arnn gion taxable income in utah 18621872
utah historical quarterly
the railroad in 1869 arrington
47.
21
24 january 1956
47
2147
1956121
most of the changes took place in 1875 the first full year of operation of the order the perratio was
centage change from 1874 to 1875 in the gini mano
5ilconard
leonard

J arrington

552
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third period 1875 1880 is not as easily interpreted we
have all possible combinations of increases and decreases in our six
pairs the general movement seems to be toward greater equality
in united order communities than in the control group in only
two of the pairs does the united order city become less equal relative to its control city the average gain in equality is 4 percent
8 percent without brigham city in the order group while the
control communities moved slightly toward less equality
finally for the entire 1872 1880 period we see that only ka
nab among united order cities achieves a significant decrease in
cither
either absolutely or relative to the control city
inequality elther
now that we have seen the results for the individual communities let us turn to the examination of income distribution across
communities table 3 gives gini ratios across cities by group and
for the entire sample in table 4 we are given the percentage
change in gini ratios for the three periods in question the results
of this analysis correspond closely to those we obtained for individual cities both of our groups show an increase in inequality
for the first period in the second period the united order gini
again increases this time by 16 percent while the control group
gini decreases slightly 37 during the third period income in both
groups becomes more equally distributed and for the entire
1872 1880 period inequality increases by 2 percent in the united
order group and decreases by 5 percent in the control group
based on the preliminary data cited above we tentatively reject
hypotheses XII it appears that the united order did not promote
equality in the distribution of income across communities and did
not increase equality within communities having st george type
orders on the contrary the introduction of the united order
seems to have substantially reduced the degree of equality in most
cases the exceptions to the general case are clearly the communal
orderville
derville
type orders unfortunately we were unable to obtain Or
income data for years prior to 1880 but a glance at table 1
should be enough to convince any skeptic that the orderville
Or
derville

the

cedar ary
aty
city
ciry

5

beaver

7

fairview
fairvin
fairvic
mandi
manri
mantl
manti
average UO
average control

mr
mt pleasant
mandi
manri
manti

3

4

14

monroe

18

4

Fill morc
fillmore

2

8

10 without brigham

kanab
canab
long valley
brigham city
logan

11

10
3

2

city

1

percentage change in the gini ratio from 1874 to 1875 is 15 for the united order cities
for the control cities and 3 for the entire sample

the

2
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TABLE 3

GINI

coefficient

BY YEARS

sample cities vs control cities
city

UO cities

control cities

total

1868
1872
1874
1875
1876
1880

485
.485
485

520
.520
520

518
.518
518

590
.590
590
587
.587
587

508
.508
508
565
.565
565
565
.565
565

SOURCE

.524
524
524
goo
600
.600
600

578
.578
578
544
.544
544

558
538
.538
538

582
.582
582
542
.542
542
546
.546
546

ua
U0
u0

530
550
558
.530
.558
530
558
LIDS church
accounts and general economic records MSS church archives LDS

TABLE 4

PERCENT CHANGE IN GINI coefficient
sample cities vs control cities
year
1868
1872
1875
1872
SOURCE

UO cities

control cities

total

7
16
12

13
2

11

3

6

2

5

3

1872
1875
1880
1880

u00
ua
U

accounts and general economic records MSS

3

church archives LDS church

united order did promote economic equality the gini ratio of
290
.290 is just half that of long valley the control community fig290
ure 1 shows actual 1880 lorenz curves for Or
orderville
derville and for long

valley we would expect to observe a more equal distribution in
a commune than in a collective the manner in which income is
distributed being the major difference between the two but exorderville
pla
ining the long run success of Or
plaining
derville or any commune is
difficult in light of the theory of producer cooperatives economic
considerations alone cannot provide the answer at least not without some changes in basic assumptions particularly the traditional
assumption of self interest 38 the brigham city united order was
are several specific ways in which the assumption of self interest can be changed ie in
which 11 unselfishness can be assumed sen labor allocation provides one way for the purposes
of the united order perhaps an appropriate assumption would be that suggested by B michael
pritchett of brigham young university in an unpublished manuscript economic equality and
radical institutionalism
this paper describes a2 utility function which makes operational the in
inconsumption 0of
junction to love thy neighbor as thyself the individual is required to perceive consume
mon
perfo nned by himself or some k indiany of the real goods equally whether that consumption is performed

there

pon
son

vidual his neighbor

pritchett sho

s

that this assumption

together with that of diminishing mar
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FIGURE 1I
comparison of lorenz curves for Or derville and long valley
1880

cl

A

0

B

0
C

0
W

0
&
0iii
i

04
cl

CD

0

.4
4

.2
2

.6
6

.88

lo
io
1.0
10

proportion of income earners
SOURCE

ua
U0
u0

accounts and general economic records MSS

church archives LDS church

taii
tail
tali st type profit shar
of course simply a continuation of the capi
capitalist
ing mercantile and manufacturing enterprise already in existence in
the city As such it would be expected to promote economic
equality to the degree that the ownership of capital stock was
equally distributed
the reduction in economic equality across united order cities
is not unexpected in fact we might have predicted it from hy
ginal utility of consumption results in utility maximization with equal shares of each of the goods
we can apply this christian utility function to the theory of producer cooperatives and show that
211
ail
all of the problems with incentives in collectives and communes disappear thus a producer cooper
ativc
anvc collective or commune in which neighborly love has replaced selfishness should not be subanac
ject to the problems predicted by the standard theory the evidence is overwhelming that the order
ville
vilie united order was such a place thus the applicable economic theory docs
does explain the
success of Or derville as well as the other orders where that change in the nature of man was not
realized
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thesis 11
II A result which is rather perplexing however is the reprothesis
pothesis
po
duction in equality observed within communities as collective type
united orders are established A comparison of actual lorenz
curves for monroe in 1872 1875 and 1880 can be seen in figure
2 notice the dramatic shift toward inequality from 1872 to 1875
and the return to relative equality by 1880 A complete elucidation
of this result will not likely be possible without more extensive

examination of the data but we can speculate about possible contributing factors first it is of interest to note that in the united
order accounts an individuals credits are his money income
the measure we have used in estimating gini ratios the real income of a person however is perhaps best indicated by his debits
the measure of actual consumption A redistribution of income

FIGURE

2

C
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cd
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cl

CD

0

.22

.88

.66

.44
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1.0
10

proportion of income earners
SOURCE

UO accounts and general economic records

MSS

church archives LDS church
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takes place when credits and debits are not equal particularly in
those orders which canceled debits and credits at the end of each
year 39 table 5 compares means and gini ratios for debits and
credits in various united orders only in monroe were debits less
equally distributed than credits 40 this may indicate that the degree of inequality in united order cities is exaggerated through
the use of credits as part of income rather than debits A comparison of tables 1I and 5 however indicates that even united
order debits are less equally distributed than total community income in all cities except fairview
the fact that most st george type orders paid fairly competi tive dividends on capital contributed but paid low wages for
petitive
contributed labor may help explain the inequality since wealthy
individuals tended to receive a higher percentage of their income
from capital than did poorer people the increase in the return to
capital relative to that of labor would likely increase inequality A
related source of inequality in such orders is the fact that different people contributed different proportions of their labor and capital if the return to capital in the order is not as attractive as
that outside the order not much capital is likely to be contributed 41 again individuals earning most of their income from labor
may be hurt this time doubly so since capital formation and productivity will suffer none of these explanations seems completely
satisfactory yet all would bear looking into

TABLE

5

MEANS AND GINI coefficients FOR DEBITS AND
CREDITS IN UO CITIES

debits
city
cedar city
fairview

kanab
canab
monroe
mt pleasant
monroe
SOURCE

UO accounts

credits

year

mean

gini

1874
1875
1874
1876
1875
1877

116
154
139
159
187
231
272

.574
574
574

54

503
505
.503
503
570
.570
570

198
198
276
297
237

and general econome
economicc records
economi

.596
596
596
545
.545
545
590
.590
590
MSS

mean

gini
608
.608
608
548
.548
548
gog
609
.609
609
562
.562
562
.586
586
586
585
.585
585

church archives LDS church

arrington fox and may building the city of god p 278
are greater than
thin mean credits in cedar city 1874 by a ratio of more than 21
why the cedar oty
city order failed to continue another year
economics of the united order appendix aa
2a

39see
sec for example
romean
4omean
mean

debits
this helps explain
see israelsen
41sec
cn
Israels
sec
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TABLE 6

MEAN INCOME OF UO MEMBERS
AND NON MEMBERS PRIOR TO
THE establishment OF THE
ORDER 1872
mean income
UO member
614.23
61423
907.33
90733
672.41
67241
319.62
31962
277.30
27730
27750

city
citv
cita
fairview
mt pleasant
cedar city
orderville
Or
derville
monroe
SOURCE

UO accounts and general economic records

MSS

mean income
non
member
nonmember
416.70
41670
496.08
49608
422.80
42280
217.68
21768
213.18
21318
21518
church archives LDS church

A result of this study which seems striking is the high degree
of income inequality suggested by the overall magnitude of the
gini ratios for individual communities excluding Or derville the
.674
.415
674 monroe 1875 to 415
ratios range from 674
415 mt pleasant
1868 the average ratio is 535
555
.535
535 for the entire sample the gini
.582 in 1875 in a recent study of the
.508 in 1868 to 582
582
508
ranges from 508
distribution of family income by state for the 1949 1969 period
.536
556
525
the gini ratios range from 536
.323
536 mississippi 1949 to 523
323 new
hampshire 1969 42
the apparently greater degree of inequality evidenced in our
results may be overstated relative to the interstate study because
that study deals with family income while ours includes each income earner separately
hypothesis XV states that a contributing cause in the failure
of the united order was the reluctance of relatively wealthy individuals to join the order table 6 compares mean income in 1872

of those individuals who later became members of the united order to the mean income in 1872 of those who apparently did not
non member
join 43 table 7 contains a comparison of member and nonmember
income by united order for 1874 1876 with
ith the exception of
monroe the average income of individuals who joined the united
order was substantially greater than that of individuals who did
gaie
gaic III
111
saje
41tom
sale
saie
om S saic

1950 1970
interstate analysis of the size distribution of family income 19501970
economic journal 40 january 1974434 41
southern economicjournal
those included as members are individuals in 1872 who were found on the united order ac1874 76
counts in 187476

Or
1879 80 for orderville
187980
derville
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TABLE 7

MEAN INCOME OF MEMBERS AND NON MEMBERS
OF THE UO IN SAMPLE CITIES

city

year

cedar city

1874
1875
1874
1876
1875
1875
1877

fairview

canab
kanab
monroe

mt pleasant
brigham city
monroe

mean income mean income
UO members non members
522
174
289
113
115
252

total
395
171
271
147
223
357
134

271
162

219
284

419

191
311

127

144

young non
members participated in a2 collective type order under bishop levi stewart records show that only
ua
U 0 records and dean may senior historitwo families did not participate in either order canab
kanab u0
cal associate church historical dept
depr LDS church
SOURCE ua
U
u00 accounts and general economic records MSS church archives LDS church
in canab
kanab

UO members

refers to those in the communal order led by

john

R

not join based on this data we would reject the hypothesis the
problem is not as simple as it may appear however it was possible in most instances for an individual to join the united order without contributing all or any of his property and those
with property to manage outside the order likely found it difficult to contribute very much labor to the order the observed
fact that relatively wealthy people did join the order loses much of
its meaning in the absence of evidence concerning the degree of
involvement of those people and their property in the order 44
the collection and analysis of such evidence would seem to be a
fruitful avenue for future research
14for
for example cedar city united order members had a mean income in 1874 of 522 the larg
cst by far of any group in the comparison yet a look at table 5 reveals that the average credit
est
earned by those same people was only 54 only one tench
tenth of total income and by far the smallest

mean credit in the study
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APPENDIX
listing by state of all communities known to have been organized under the united order

arizona

nevada

beaver dams littlefield
ward mojave co
brigham city ballinger

Bunkerville clark co
bunkerville

navajo co
graham graham co
haydens ferry hayden

overton clark co
panaca lincoln co
st joseph clark co
st thomas clark co

gila

co

utah

joseph city allens
aliens
allens camp st
aliens
joseph navajo co
mesa Mari
maricopa
copa co
maricola
mill point

ville beaver co
adarnsville
Adams
adamsville
alpine utah co
american fork utah co
annabella sevier co
axtell sanpete co
bear lake stake
bear river city box elder co
beaver beaver co
beaver stake
belleview bellevue
washington co
big cottonwood salt lake co
bountiful davis co
box elder county
brigham city box elder co
brighton salt lake co
cache valley central
cedar city iron co
cedar fort cedar valley utah

mt trumbull mojave co
obed navajo co
salt creek
simmonsville
Sim
onsville
simonsville
snowflake navajo co
sunset navajo co

taylor navajo co
woodruff navajo co
idaho
bear lake stake
bennington bear lake co
bloomington bear lake co
fish haven bear lake co
franklin franklin co
liberty bear lake co
malad oneida co
montpelier bear lake co
ovid bear lake co
paris bear lake co
samaria oneida co
st charles bear lake co

co

centerfield
Center field sanpete co
erville davis co
Cent
centerville
Circleville plute co
circleville
clarkston cache co
alville cluff ward summit
Co
coalville

co

cooper bottom washington

mexico
cave valley chihuahua

co

davis county
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eden weber co
elsinore sevier co
ephraim sanpete co
fairfield utah co
fairview sanpete co
farmers and horticulturists salt

lehi utah co
levan juab co
liberty weber co
logan cache co
logan ist cache co
and cache co
logan 2nd
ard cache co
logan 3rd
lynne weber co
mammoth juab co

lake co
Farmin
gron davis co
farmington
fayette sanpete co
fillmore millard co
fountain green sanpete co
glendale kane co
glenwood sevier co
goshen utah co
greenville beaver co
gunnison sanpete co
harmony new harmony
washington co
harrisburg washington co
heber wasatch co
huberville
heberville
He
berville bottoms
washington co
hebron washington co
ville summit co
Hennefer
henneferville
holden millard co
huntsville weber co
hyrum cache co
hyde park cache co
iron county
jericho juab co
johnson kane co
joseph sevier co
juab stake
kamas summit co
kanab
canab kane co
vanarra
raville iron
kanarraville
kanarra Kanar

manti sanpete co
Marri otts settlement weber
marriotts
marriotti

co

co
mantua box elder co
meadow millard co
mendon cache co
millard millard co
mayfield sanpete

millard stake
mill creek salt lake co
milleville
Millville
millville cache co
minersville
Miners ville beaver co
monroe sevier co
morgan morgan co
moroni sanpete co
morristown washington
mr carmel kane co
mt
mt pleasant sanpete co

co

nephi juab co
north kanyon davis co
oak creek millard co
ogden central weber co
ogden ist district weber co
and district weber co
ogden 2nd
orgen 3rd
ard district weber co
orderville
Or
derville kane co
panguitch garfield co
paradise cache co
oonah Para
Parag
paragoonah
paragonah
gonah

co

kanosh millard co
waysville
kaysville
Kays ville davis co
kingston plute co
Lake town rich co
laketown
leeds washington co

co

iron

pahreah paria kane co
paris kane co
pa
parowan
carowan
rowan iron co
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payson utah co
geoa
pcoa
peoa summit co

springlake
springlike
Spring lake utah co
Spring ville utah co
springville

pine valley washington co
pinto washington co
pintura washington co
plain city weber co
pleasant grove utah co
portage box elder co
porterville morgan co
prattville sevier co
price city washington co
provo utah co
provo central utah co

st george washington co
st george ist washington co
st george stake
summit iron co
summit stake
tanners salt lake co
tailors salt lake co
toquerville washington co
thoele tooele
tooele
thoele co
utah county central
virgin city washington co
virgin field washington co
vermillion sigurd sevier co
Wan ship summit co
manship
wanship
washington washington co
wellsville cache co
west jordan salt lake co

randolph rich co
richfield sevier co
richmond cache co
Rock
rockport
port summit co
rockfort
rockville washington co
salem utah co
salina sevier

co

west weber weber co
willard box elder co

salt uke
lake central salt lake co
salt lake
uke city 1 salt lake

willow creek draper
lake co
woodruff rich co

co

salt lake city isr
ist through
17th 19th 2oth
20th
aoth salt lake
uke

co

salt

wyoming

sanpete county
santa clara washington co
San
santaquin
taquin utah co
sevier stake
scipio millard co
Shu
nesburg washington co
shunesburg
Slat erville weber co
slaterville
smithfield cache co
south cottonwood salt lake

almy uinta co

co

southern utah mission
spanish fork utah co
spring city sanpete co
Sp ringdale washington co
from lists compiled by

L

cn leonard J arrington and feramorz Y fox
dwight israelsen
Israels
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